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of the Peruvian troops was completed by 3 p.m. on the same day.
At the same time, the Colombian troops handed over to the Peruvian
authorities Guepi and the other Peruvian posts which they had
occupied.
It remained to arrange for the opening of the negotiations on
problems outstanding between Colombia and Peru, the holding of
which had formed an integral part of the plan recommended by the
League Council. The place and date of the conference were the sub-
ject of considerable discussion during July and August, but by the
end of August it had been decided that the negotiations should begin
at Rio de Janeiro in October 1933. In September, Ecuador put
forward a claim to be admitted to the conference. The Colombian
Government were reported to be in favour of allowing Ecuador to
take part in the proceedings, which would thus become a general
conference for the settlement of all territorial differences in the
Amazon basin, but Peru wished to confine the discussions to the
revision of the Colombian-Peruvian frontier, and when the negotia-
tions were formally opened in Rio de Janeiro, towards the end of
October, no representative of Ecuador was present.
The negotiations, which were conducted under the presidency of
Senhor Mello Franco, the Brazilian Foreign Minister,1 proceeded
somewhat slowly, and in April 1934, when the conference had been
in progress for six months, it became necessary to consider the
question of what steps were to be taken if no agreement was reached
before the 23rd June—the date on which the year's mandate of the
League Commission at Leticia was due to expire. A general feeling
of uneasiness in regard to the position which would arise in June was
augmented by reports that both countries, while they did not cease
to proclaim their desire for peace, were in fact increasing their arma-
ments and making other preparations which appeared to indicate
that they contemplated a resumption of hostilities.2 The Peruvian
Government suggested that the League Commission's mandate should
be prolonged for another six months, in order to give time for the
negotiations to reach a successful conclusion; but the Colombian
1 Senhor Mello Franco continued to act as chairman of the Conference after
his resignation from the Cabinet in January 1934.
3 The Colombian Government, for instance, engaged fifty American citizens
to act as aviation instructors, and a number of British ex-naval officers and
naval ratings were also engaged to man two destroyers which were purchased
by Colombia in Great Britain. The undesirability of these British subjects
entering into contracts with the Colombian Government at a time when the
controversy over Leticia was still unsettled and might lead to further hostili-
ties was emphasized in a series of parliamentary questions put by Mr. G. le M.
Mander in the House of Commons at Westminster in May 1934.

